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reconsider and  gain  strength to battle  against the
stream when they once more adventure forth alone.

The task of the matrons of these Homes is no
sinecure. It is theirs to help the girl of unstable
character to choose for herself between the easy and
superficially-attractive life of wrongdoing and the
harder and less brightly illuminated way of honest
work. They do not succeed in every case, since
success in every case lies not within the bounds of
human endeavour. But they never relinquish hope,
and many a girl returns again and again to a Home
after successive lapses, until at last she stands upon
firmer ground. It is a point of honour also among
the matrons that employment shall be found for every
girl who needs it and is suited for it when she leaves
the Home, and the success which they achieve in
nearly every case in this difficult matter of placing
the girls is more than surprising.

5. Hostels

There are within the Area fifteen Homes, including
the large Common Lodging Houses already described,
where hostel accommodation is available for varying
periods. This means that the girls are able to live at
the institutions, either free or at a very low rate, and
thence go out to daily work. A Home of this kind
supplies a very great need in the case of those girls,
lately reclaimed from an irregular mode of life, who
are not yet earning sufficient wages to maintain
themselves in lodgings or at a boarding-house.

If they are not able to make use of some such
accommodation they are continually hovering on the
brink of calamity, exposed to the temptation to
supplement their meagre earnings by easy but
illegitimate means. In the smaller Homes of this
type the girls and women naturally come tinder